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World Malaria Day 2012
Sustain Gains; Save Lives; Invest in Malaria.
Introduction
Once again, World Malaria Day has caught up with us and as we
commemorate this day,April 25, 2012, we need to seriously reflect
on the theme presented to us by the Roll Back Malaria
Partnership.This year's theme:“Sustain Gains; Save Lives; Invest in
Malaria;” is a special call to action on to leadership all over the
world to ensure focus is maintained on the march towards
eliminating this deadly disease.This is a disease which has for ages
dribbled us through the dangerously tactical moves of the female
anopheles mosquito which transmits it. As asserted by the RBM
Partnership, this year 2012 marks a decisive juncture in the
history of malaria control because we have gained territory in our
fight to eliminate this disease and cannot afford to allow it take
back even an inch of those won territories.

targets an expansion of
coverage for malaria
treatment using ACTs to rise
from 12% in 2008 to 80% at
health facilities and 65% at
community levels, while IPTp
would rise from 44%
coverage to 80%.

Successful IPTp programs will
produce future healthy populations

These gains, while encouraging are fragile and require sustained
and expanded efforts through a combination of increased district,
national and international political will to be maintained and
improved. It also calls for increased investment in ongoing
research and development of new and better tools to combat
emerging threats like drug and insecticide resistance.

Saving Lives
Happy mothers and
their healthy
malaria-free babies

The Gains We Must Sustain
Globally, the past decade (2000-2010) witnessed a reduction in
malaria deaths from an estimated 1 million to approximately
850,000 per year while overall reported cases dropped from 350
million per year to 250 million. Malaria associated deaths among
under 5 children in Africa have also dropped from an estimated
3,000 children per day to approximately 2,000 children per day.
Almost three quarters of a million children (about 736,700) in 34
African countries have been saved from malaria through the use
of ITNs, IRS, effective medicines – ACTs, and preventive treatment
during pregnancy. In Africa alone, malaria death rates have
dropped by one-third, while 35 of the 53 countries affected by
malaria outside of Africa have successfully cut malaria cases by
more than 50%.
In Ghana in particular, appreciable grounds have been covered in
the achievement of many of the key malaria interventions
indicators.The estimated malaria cases of 8.3 million in 2006 got
reduced to 3.2 million in 2008. (World Malaria Report 2009)
Between 2010 and 2011, the NMCP and its partners had
distributed 7.2 million of the 14.8 million LLINs required to meet
the country's Universal Access target. By the end of 2012, Ghana

It must be stressed over and over again that about half of the
world's population including the 24.5 million Ghanaians remains
at risk from malaria .The RBM Progress and Impact Series Report
(2010) projects that by scaling up efforts to prevent malaria
through ensuring universal coverage of treated mosquito nets we
can save the lives of an estimated 3 million children by 2015. Many
more lives can be saved through a combination of proven and
innovative malaria control tools including access to effective
prevention, accurate diagnosis using RDTs and Microscopy and
prompt and reliable anti malaria treatment using ACTs. There is
no doubt that successful malaria control has dramatic impact on
the health, productivity and well being of people living in malaria
endemic areas such as ours. Saving lives through effective malaria
control will equally help advance progress towards other key
development goals. These include increasing maternal and child
survival, improving health of people living with HIV, reducing
school and workplace absenteeism and empowering families to
escape the claws of poverty.

Investing In Malaria
An RBM Issues Brief (2009) demonstrated that malaria
interventions ranked among the top 7 of 315 health interventions
analyzed based on a combination of cost-benefit and burden
addressed.This supports the assertion that malaria tools offer us
some of the most cost effective health interventions in the world.
Insecticide Treated Mosquito Nets for example, are simple,
inexpensive tools that have been proven to cut child deaths by
over 20% and malaria cases by half and therefore require
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c o n t i n u o u s
investment.

from 6,983 in 2005 to
282 in 2009.

Ghana's total gap for
this important tool,
LLINs, amounts to
$1,520,831 and this
must be filled to
ensure maintenance of
the gains the country
has so far made in
controlling malaria.

In the light of these
proven benefits, Voices
Ghana joins the NMCP
in calling on private
sector companies –
Mining companies, Oil
companies, Financial
companies, Hospitality
c o m p a n i e s ,
Pharmaceutical companies, Manufacturing companies etc. to
endeavour to make their work places, communities in which they
operate and those they would chose to support Malaria-safe. In
other words, malaria control should become a key component of
their Corporate Social Responsibility, for investing in malaria
control would amount to saving lives and therefore saving money
and other resources for development.

Maintaining our Commitment
Many malaria endemic countries have increased domestic
spending on control efforts. 42 countries increased spending by
$1,000 per capita between 2000 and 2010, but more is needed. It
is postulated that if just 1% of domestic funding in endemic
countries was available for malaria control, 75 countries could
provide enough ITNs to cover everyone at risk. (WHO World
Malaria Report, 2011). In support of this contention, the malaria
advocacy community in Ghana, the Voices Against Malaria, calls on
the country's leadership to continue to consider malaria control
as a critical development issue and therefore maintain, improve
and continue to enforce the special provision under ACT 455
(1993) based on Article 252 of the 1992 Constitution which
provides opportunities for the District, Municipal and
Metropolitan Assemblies to commit a percentage of the District
Assemblies Common Fund to malaria control initiatives and
other areas of concern.

Private Sector and its Commitment to Malaria
Control
The impact of malaria on economic growth and development is
immense, costing families, businesses and nations dearly. Estimates
show malaria negatively impacts GDP by as much as 1.3% in high
burden countries. A press release, (May 2011) by the RBM
partnership indicated that African businesses investing in malaria
control have experienced strong returns on investment with
significantly reduced sickness and absenteeism among the work
force. One study has shown an average of 28% annual internal rate
of return.
In Ghana, AngloGold Ashanti between 2005 and 2009
demonstrated how beneficial Private Sector investment in
malaria control could be. Through the company's Integrated
Malaria Control Program using tools such as LLINs, IRS etc. it
achieved a decrease from 6,600 cases per month in 2005 to 1,150
cases per month in 2009. Average monthly medication costs to
the company also fell from $455,000 in 2005 to $9,800 in 2009.
Similarly, average monthly lost days of work due to malaria fell
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Role of the International Community
Investments in Malaria control in Ghana by the international
donor community have so far been commendable.The gains so far
made could not have been made without their continued support.
The Global Fund, the US Presidents Malaria Initiative, WHO,
UNICEF, DFID, the Chinese government and the Cuban
government have been truly active partners with Ghana in making
these gains possible. They cannot afford to loosen their
commitment else we lose the gains. The donor community must
therefore maintain and even intensify its commitment and
support in order that more lives could continue to be saved.

Conclusion and final Call to Action
We conclude this World Malaria Day 2012 edition with this all
embracing call to action from the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban
Ki-Moon, (Sept. 2011)
“We cannot take recent successes in fighting malaria for granted. Gains
are fragile. Sustaining them will require our continued commitment,
innovative thinking and
financial support. … we
will need to push even
harder to sustain the
benefits of prevention,
press further to reduce
infections, invest in human
capacity and ensure
universal access to
diagnostics and treatment,
all while aiming to
eliminate the disease in as many places as possible.”
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